MERTON PARISH COUNCIL[image: image1.emf]
                                    Chairman: Louise Hyde     Vice Chairman: Stephen Mouser      


Minutes of the Meeting of Merton Parish Council held on Wednesday 12th July 2023 at St Peter’s Church, Merton.
Present:, Cllr. Hyde, Chair, Cllr. Wesley-Smith, Councillor de Gray and Jean Williams Parish Clerk/RFO.

There were no members of the public present 
1 Welcome.

The Chair welcomed those present and opened the meeting
.
2. To receive apologies and approve absences.

Apologies were received from Councillor Mouser and District Councillor Cowen, the absences were approved and accepted.
3. To receive declarations of interest in any items to be discussed and grant any dispensation requests. 

None.
4. Public Participation. Max 30 minutes.

There were no members of the public present.  
5. To receive reports 
Report of the County Councillor.
County Councillor not present, no report received.

Report of the District Councillor.
District Councillor Cowen not present, no report received.
Report of the Parish Clerk.
The parish clerk stated that all correspondence has been circulated to the Councillors as it arrived, she had one item pertaining to Defibrillators, but as the village does not have a Defibrillator this was not deemed relevant. 
6. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th May 2023.
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed by all present and signed by the Chairman.
7. To receive updates on ditches and drains.

The Parish Clerk had received a report from Mrs Dunn who stated that there had been four meetings held with the Reclaim the Rain group. Progress is very positive. The group are liaising with Breckland District Council about the Culverts and drains, with site meetings planned to assess the problems.

Councillor de Gray informed the meeting that the moat is now clear and all ditches have been checked.

Councillor Wesley-Smith requested that the Clerk contact the Parish Rangers again to ensure they had not forgotten about ditch and culvert clearing in the village. Clerk to contact the Parish Rangers

The Clerk reported that Breckland had allocated a job number for clearing the culverts    
8. To receive updates on Planning Matters.
No Planning Applications received.

Notice was received from the Planning Department that application 3PL/2023/0318/VAR had been given retrospective permission to install different design of windows than originally planned.
9.  To receive updates on The Post Box.
No progress on this matter, Clerk will contact Royal Mail again.
10.  To discuss the site of the Telephone Box.

British Telecom have still not responded to the request to clear the site of the telephone box of dangerous debris. The Clerk agreed to contact them again.
11. To discuss the Councillor Vacancy

Councillors discussed the vacancy they will continue to approach residents who may be interested in becoming a Parish Councillor
12. To discuss grass cutting in the Village Hall Grounds.
The Parish Clerk reported that she has been unable to find anyone to cut the grass around the Village Hall because their diaries are now full. Contractors do not want to commit to ad hoc dates. After discussion it was decided to ask Robert White if he would top the grass as a one-off cut. Clerk will contact Robert White.
13.To receive the Financial Report from April to 12/07/2023
 Community Account   60629359                         Balance as of the above date                                          £2,161.62
Community Account   03142361                       (Village hall)  Balance as of the above date                     £2,905.61 

Business Premium Account   80836257                                                                                                           £1,690.58  

Accounts Owing

Parish Online                                                                                                                                                         £ 28.80
NALC Website Fee                                                                                                                                                £ 70.00                                                                                                                                                       

Parish Clerk      June Salary                                                                                                                                  £129.34 

HMRC               June Salary                                                                                                                                   £ 32.40

Ink                                                                                                                                                                            £ 35.00 

Auditor                                                                                                                                                                    £ 25.00
The Clerk did not have this written report with her, she gave a verbal report and agreed to send the written report to the Councillors after the meeting
14. To approve the AGAR forms

The Clerk presented the audited financial documents. She read a report from the Auditor who stated there are no concerns, the finances are all in order.

The relevant paperwork was signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.

The relevant forms will be displayed on the notice board as required informing the public of their rights of interest.
15. To discuss a meeting with Ms Liz Truss MP.
The Parish Councillors decided to defer this meeting at the current time.
16. To approve the Clerks Holiday dates.
The Clerk informed the Parish Council that she would be taking holiday from 24/07/2023 to 20/08/2023 inclusive.

The out of office message will provide information of whom to contact in an emergency. The Chairman was agreeable to this arrangement.

Councillors agreed the holiday dates.

17.To discuss an Emergency Plan for the Village in case of fire or flood 

Councillor Mouser had requested that this item be placed on the agenda, it was decided to defer this to the next agenda.

The Clerk said that she has a copy of an Emergency Plan from another village that will be useful.

18.To confirm the date of the next Parish Council Meetings

Councillors agreed that the date for the next Parish Council Meeting would be:  Tuesday 5th September 2023, at 6pm. 
19.  Any other relevant items not included on the agenda.
None

20. Items for the next Agenda

Village Emergency Plan 
Asset Register    

The meeting closed at 6:50pm
Signed         _____________________________                     Date:  ___________________

Chairperson

