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                                    Chairman: Louise Hyde     Vice Chairman: Stephen Mouser      


Minutes of Merton Parish Council meeting held at 6.00pm on Tuesday 7th March 2023 at St Peter’s Church, Merton.
Present: Cllr. de Grey, Cllr. Hyde, Chair, Cllr. Mouser Vice-Chair, Cllr. Roat, Cllr. Wesley-Smith 
and Jean Williams Clerk/RFO. There were two members of the public present.

1.Chairmans Opening Remarks.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2. To receive apologies and approve absences.

Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor Fabian Eagle.
3. To receive declarations of interest in any items to be discussed and grant any dispensation requests. 

None.
4. Public Participation. Max 30 minutes.

A member of the public was concerned that a ditch in the village had been cleared, the land owner had left the debris on the side of the grass verge. Councillors stated that this had happened very recently. It was decided that the Parish Clerk would write a letter to the land owner, requesting the debris be removed.

5. To receive reports 

Report of the County Councillor.
County Councillor not present, no report received.

Report of the District Councillor.
District Councillor Cowen not present, no report received.
Report of the Parish Clerk.
The Parish Clerk reported that she had a conversation with Sean from Save the Rain, who had clarified some queries. Sean had said meetings were being planned, no dates have been offered yet.

6.To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th January 2023.
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed by all present and signed by the Chairman.

7. To receive updates on ditches and drains.

Nothing further to report.
8. To receive updates on Planning Matters.
No Planning Applications received.

9.  To receive updates on The Post Box.
No progress on this matter, Clerk will contact Royal Mail again.
10. To receive quotes for the grass cutting. 
The Clerk had received just two quotes for the grass cutting round the Village Hall, the verge near the green and the area near surrounding the bus stop.

One contractor did not have Public Liability Insurance so that quote was not considered.

The successful Contractor James Marshall, will cut the grass, leave the clippings to mulch down. Councillor Wesley-Smith proposed that the areas be cut every six weeks, seconded by Councillor de Grey, agreed by all.
11. Finance.   

The Councillors agreed the finance statements.

Councillor Mouser carries out regular monitoring checks.

Business Premium Account ending 257 stands at £1,684.97 on 7th March 2023.
Community Account ending 359 stands at £2,050.84 on 1st March 2023.
Outstanding Payments at the last Parish Council Meeting:

£626.28 for the salary of the outgoing Clerk.
£20.00 for room hire.
These payments have been made.
The Community Account ending 361 (Village hall) stands at £2,905.61 as of 5th January 2023.
12. To review and discuss the Publication Policy and the Asset Register.
The Clerk had had a query re the Publication Policy, she resolved the matter and re-presented the Policy, which all members accepted.
There was some confusion over the Asset Register. Councillors agreed to defer this item to the next meeting.

13. To discuss a meeting with Ms Liz Truss MP.
The Clerk explained that Ms Truss would expect an agenda when she meets with Parish Councillors. The meeting would be with Councillors to discuss any projects, difficulties, or successes. Councillors will think about the content of the meeting when dates are proffered.

14 To Consider using a Payroll Company.
The Parish Clerk had requested to use a payroll company. NALC have announced that they will provide a service for Council, which will cost £8 per month, Councillors agreed that they will use this service. Proposed by Councillor Hyde, seconded by Councillor Roate. 
C,lerk to make the necessary arrangements.
15.To confirm the date of the next Parish Council Meeting

It was agreed that the next Parish Council Meeting would follow the Annual Meeting of the Parish, on Tuesday 9th May 2023.
17. Any other relevant items not included on the agenda.
Councillor Mouser informed the meeting that Thompson PC are holding an event to mark the Coronation of the King. It will follow the same format as the Late Queen’s Jubilee celebration.

There is a planning committee if any one from Merton would like to join it.

Councillor Mouser stated that he is happy to help with tidying up after the event.
18. Items to be included in the next agenda.
Discuss the Asset register.
The meeting closed at 7:00pm.
Signed         _____________________________                     Date:  ___________________

Chairperson

